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Hazelwood Reading Intent

We believe that children should be able to read fluently and
confidently, use a wide vocabulary accurately and effectively and
critique a range of fiction and non-fiction texts. Our Reading
curriculum provides the fundamental building blocks for every
Hazelwood child to access the wider curriculum to its fullest and
therefore to succeed in all areas of their learning. Reading is a vehicle
which enables children to gain an invaluable insight into a world of
imagination and therefore we understand our responsibility to foster
a love of reading from a young age. We believe that this will enable
children to grow into motivated, independent and self-confident
readers. This, alongside carefully selected texts appropriate to our
school and wider context, develops the cultural capital needed for
children to succeed in a 21st Century adult life. Crucially, at Hazelwood,
we aim to foster a love of literature and language through
widespread reading for enjoyment.

At Hazelwood, we believe that it is the right of every child to become 
a competent and confident reader; able to live, work and succeed in 

the literate world with a passion for reading.



Phonics at Hazelwood

Our school has chosen  Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our Systematic Synthetic 
Phonics (SSP) programme to teach early reading 
and spelling



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:

So what is Phonics?



Did you know?

The English language has:

• 26 letters

• 44 sounds

• Over 100 different ways to spell 
those sounds



Terminology 

Phoneme

The smallest unit of sound that can be identified in words. We 
also use the term ‘sound’ but your child may use the word 

‘phoneme’. There are 44 phonemes or sounds in the English 
language.

Grapheme

A letter or group of letters used to represent a phoneme in 
writing. There can be more than one way to write a 

phoneme. E.g-the phoneme ‘ay’ is spelt differently in 

each of the words ‘way’, ‘make’, ‘fail’, ‘great’, ‘sleigh’ and 

‘lady’. 



Terminology 

A grapheme made of two letters that represent one sound. 
An example is the ‘sh’ in ‘shop’. 

Trigraph A grapheme made of three letters that represent one sound. 
An example is the ‘igh’ in ‘night’. 

Digraph

Split 
Digraph 

Adjacent 

consonant

A digraph representing a vowel sound where its two letters are 
split by an intervening e.g. ‘a_e’ in ‘take’.. 

Two or more consonants that come together in a word 

without any intervening vowel or vowels (for example, 
'd-r' in 'drop', 's-t-r' in 'strap').



Terminology 

Blend 

Decode

To combine individual phonemes into a whole word, working all the 
way through from left to right. We blend the phonemes to read words. 

To break down (‘sound talk’) a written word into sounds 
then blend the sounds together to read the word. 



Terminology 
To identify each of the individual phonemes in a word, 

working all the way through from left to right. This is an 
important first stage of writing (spelling) a word but needs 
to be practised orally first. Counting the phonemes is often 

helpful in reinforcing this process.

Segment 



The progression



The progression



In Phase 3 children learn:

• the vowel digraphs and trigraphs

• to read words containing the Phase 3 digraphs 
and trigraphs

• to read longer words (‘chunking’).

Let’s recap!



Phase 3 vowel digraphs and trigraphs





During Phase 3, we start 
teaching children how to read 
longer words.

We do this using a method 
called chunking.

In Phase 4, we teach children 
to read words with adjacent 
consonant.   

Reading longer words



In Phase 5 children learn:

• new graphemes for the sounds they 
already know

• that the same grapheme can have 
alternative pronunciations.

The ‘Grow the code’ lessons support 
children with reading and spelling 
these alternative spellings.

This year we are teaching Phase 5

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Grow the code!



Children will be able to:

• blend independently

• blend in their heads with 
increasing fluency and 
confidence.

They will also begin to distinguish 
between different 
phonemes/graphemes.

Reading words



• have unusual spellings e.g. all, 
people

• are taught in a systematic way.

Children are now learning to read 
Phase 5 tricky words.

Tricky words:



Reading practise sessions are:

- timetabled three times a week

- taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant

- taught in small groups

How do we practise reading in books?



How do we find the right book for your child?



This means that your child should: 

• know all the sounds and tricky words 
in their phonics book well

• read many of the words by silent 
blending (in their head) – their 
reading will be automatic

• only need to stop and sound out 
about 5% of the words by the time 
they read the book home – but they 
should be able to do this on their 
own.

Reading a book at the right level



Reading sessions begin with some quick sounds and words practice.

1. Decoding 

2. Prosody (intonation, expression) 

3. Comprehension

By the end of the week, the children should be reading their book with 95% 
fluency. 

Please do not worry that a book is too easy – your child needs to develop 
fluency and confidence in reading. Re-reading a book they have had before 
helps develop fluency – this is the goal.

Celebrate their success!!

How we teach reading



Children are assessed, then LW matches which books 
should be allocated for their secure phonic knowledge.

Children will take a Reading Practice Book home.
Share the front cover page before reading – this covers
sounds and words contained in the book.

Celebrate, praise, talk about the book with your child.

Please make sure books are in book bags and returned
as they will be needed for other groups.

Please look after the books!

How do we decide which books
children read?



Supporting your child with phonics

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc


Supporting your child with phonics

Each week, we will upload an information sheet 

to Google Classroom outlining the phonics 

sounds your child has learned during the week.

We encourage you to practise reading the listed 

words and sentences together at home. 

Your child may also enjoy writing the words out, 

or you could support their learning by dictating 

some of the sentences or words for them to 

write.



Let’s go and watch some phonics teaching in 
action

We are now going to watch a phonics lesson in Year 1.

In this session, the teacher will introduce a new grapheme, ie. The children are 

already familiar with the phoneme igh, so this will be a new way for them to represent 

the same sound.

The lesson will begin with a quick recap of previously learned sounds — known as 

speedy sounds. 

The children will then be introduced to the new sound and practise reading and 

spelling words that include it.

They will also revisit some previously taught tricky words and learn a new one: 

‘people’.

Finally the lesson will finish with the children reading a sentence.

We hope you enjoy it!


