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Autumn Term



A love of reading is the biggest indicator 

of future academic success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



Hazelwood Reading Intent

We believe that children should be able to read fluently and
confidently, use a wide vocabulary accurately and effectively and
critique a range of fiction and non-fiction texts. Our Reading
curriculum provides the fundamental building blocks for every
Hazelwood child to access the wider curriculum to its fullest and
therefore to succeed in all areas of their learning. Reading is a vehicle
which enables children to gain an invaluable insight into a world of
imagination and therefore we understand our responsibility to foster
a love of reading from a young age. We believe that this will enable
children to grow into motivated, independent and self-confident
readers. This, alongside carefully selected texts appropriate to our
school and wider context, develops the cultural capital needed for
children to succeed in a 21st Century adult life. Crucially, at Hazelwood,
we aim to foster a love of literature and language through
widespread reading for enjoyment.

At Hazelwood, we believe that it is the right of every child to become a 
competent and confident reader; able to live, work and succeed in the 

literate world with a passion for reading.



Phonics at Hazelwood

Our school has chosen  Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our Systematic Synthetic Phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach early reading and 
spelling



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:

So what is Phonics?



Terminology 

Phoneme

The smallest unit of sound that can be identified in words. We 
also use the term ‘sound’ but your child may use the word 

‘phoneme’. There are 44 phonemes or sounds in the English 
language.

Grapheme A letter or group of letters used to represent a phoneme in 
writing. The way graphemes are used to represent phonemes 

in our written language is known as the alphabetic code.



Terminology 

A grapheme made of two letters that represent one sound. 
An example is the ‘sh’ in ‘shop’. 

Trigraph A grapheme made of three letters that represent one sound. 
An example is the ‘igh’ in ‘night’. 

Digraph

Decode To break down (‘sound talk’) a written word into sounds 
then blend the sounds together to read the word. 



Terminology 

To identify each of the individual phonemes in a word, 
working all the way through from left to right. This is an 

important first stage of writing (spelling) a word but needs 
to be practised orally first. Counting the phonemes is often 

helpful in reinforcing this process.

Segment 

Blend To combine individual phonemes into a whole word, working all the 
way through from left to right. We blend the phonemes to read words. 



• These are the first group of letters and 
sounds your child will learn.

• We started teaching from week 2 of 
Reception.

• The lessons are fun, interactive, engaging 
and have been designed to gradually build 
over time.

This term we are teaching Phase 2



How do we teach phonics?

• Daily short sessions

• Specific order of teaching (systematic)

• Synthetic phonics (a method of teaching where words are broken up 
into the smallest units of sound and blended)

• Correct pronunciation is vital -Videos on LW

• Repeated practice

• Revisit previously taught sounds at start of each lesson



We teach Phase 2 in this order



We teach Phase 2 in this order



Let’s say the Phase 2 sounds

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0


• Teacher-led blending is taught 
throughout Phase 2.

• Our aim to is to teach every child 
to blend by Christmas.

• We will inform you if your child 
needs additional practice.

We teach blending 
so your child learns to read



Blending to read words

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/#tabnametabHowWeTeach

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/#tabnametabHowWeTeach




• These words have unusual 
spellings e.g. he, the, was.

• They are taught in a systematic 
way.

• Children are now learning to read 
the Phase 2 tricky words: is, I, 
the, put, pull, full, as, and, has, 
his, her, go, no, to, into, she, 
push, he, of, we, me, be.

Tricky words



Reading tricky words

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/#tabnametabHowWeTeach

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/#tabnametabHowWeTeach


Tricky words



Reception
Progression

Phase 2 in Autumn 
Terms

Phase 3 in Spring 
Terms

Phase 4 in Summer 
Terms

file:///C:/Users/spearson/Downloads/Programme-Overview_Reception-and-Year-1-1%20(1).pdf


In Phase 3 children learn:

• the vowel digraphs and trigraphs

• to read words containing the Phase 3 digraphs 
and trigraphs

• to read longer words (‘chunking’).

In the Spring Term
we will move to Phase 3!



Phase 3 vowel digraphs and trigraphs

file:///C:/Users/spearson/Downloads/How-to-say-Phase-3-sounds-August-2022-%20(1).pdf


Children will now start to 
blend independently.

Children are taught to spot 
the digraph/trigraph in words 
first.

Reading words with vowel 
digraphs/trigraphs





During Phase 3, we start 
teaching children how to 
read longer words.

We do this using a method 
called chunking.

Reading longer words

E.g. To chunk Perfect = p-er (per) f-e-c-t (fect) blend together → perfect



It’s your turn to have a go!
Have a go at reading some of the words with the person next to you. 

Can you spot the diagraph/trigraph in the word?

Can you sound talk before blending?



Reading and spelling



Spelling

• Your child will be taught how to spell simple words, using the graphemes 
they have been taught.

• They will practise the correct formation of letters. They will also have 
gross motor sessions and handwriting lessons



• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Write them down.

• Read back to check

How do we teach spelling?



Reading practice sessions are:

• timetabled 

• taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant

• taught in small groups

• Children in Reception were 
assigned a reading book via eBook

How do we practise reading in books?



Reading Practice Books carefully matched so children can read fluently and

independently.

Reading sessions begin with some quick sounds and words practice.

1. Decoding.

2. Prosody (intonation, expression).

3. Comprehension.

By the end of the week, the children should be reading their book with 95% fluency. 

Please do not worry that a book is too easy – your child needs to develop fluency and 
confidence in reading. Re-reading a book they have had before helps develop fluency 
– this is the goal.

Celebrate their success!!

How we teach reading



How do we find the right book for your 
child?



Reading at home



Books going home

https://www.collinshub.co.uk/login/

https://www.collinshub.co.uk/login/


eBooks  App

Click here to 
download the app 
on your phone or 

tablet

Look  for this 
icon!

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=dk.area9.light_reader&hl=en_GB
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/the-collins-hub/id6472164275


Wordless books are invaluable as they teach 
reading behaviours and early reading skills to 
children who are not blending – yet!

• Talk about the pictures.

• Point to the images in the circles and find 
them on the page.

• Encourage your child to make links from the 
book to their experiences.

• Expose them to lots of language

• Practise blending use the words we post on 
Tapestry 

Reading a wordless books



• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• They might sound out words and 
blend them before they read them 
fluently.

• If they can’t read a word, read it to 
them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

Listening to your child read their 
phonics book



The shared book is for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language.

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary.

oMake up sentences together.

o Find different words to use.

oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



Reading For Pleasure
Hazelwood Book Spine

Which 
books are 
being read 
aloud to 
your child?

English Tab 
on Website

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12HOoUDi8rzZ8k6jeqsMJa40GP8pPog0x/view




Supporting your child with phonics

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc


Further Support

For a full list of the graphemes and tricky words that your 
child will learn in Reception please click here.

For a glossary of Phonics terminology please click here.

For videos to support pronunciation please click here.

Please do contact your child’s class teacher or myself if you 
need any support regarding phonics! We would be delighted 

to help. 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Programme-Overview_Reception-and-Year-1-1.pdf
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/LS-KEY-GUIDANCE-GLOSSARY.pdf
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Websites for Phonic games

Phonics Play - https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk

Phonic Bloom - https://www.phonicsbloom.com

Topmarks - https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-
games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds


Thank you! Any Questions?


