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Hazelwood Schools Reading Spine
“We know that emotional engagement is the tipping point between leaping into the reading life or remaining in a childhood bog where reading is endured
only as a means to other ends” Maryanne Wolf

Why do we have a Reading Spine at Hazelwood?

At Hazelwood we believe that story time is a wonderful opportunity for teachers and children to celebrate reading for pleasure. We believe that it is important
that we reflect our beliefs and vision through the books that we read aloud to children. We understand that literature is probably the most powerful medium
through which children have a chance to inhabit the lives of those who are like them therefore we strive to give all children the opportunities to imagine
themselves as the main protagonist in a story: celebrating a birthday, going shopping, being ill, having a tantrum, having their hair cut, worrying about a new
sibling, being the superhero, going camping and visiting the seaside. As a diverse community, we also believe that Hazelwood children need to learn about the
lives of those whose experiences and perspectives differ from their own. Therefore, we believe that by choosing stories and non-fiction texts that explore such
differences and begin to breakdown social stereotypes, we can promote our school value of tolerance and understanding to help nurture responsible citizens
of the future. We want to select the right books that enable all children to thrive, whatever their background so have carefully placed books to complement
our curriculum. We know that teachers are the best role models for reading and that if they share their love of reading and books with children, they will be
more likely to develop their own love of reading. Consequently, we also believe that teachers need to be given the freedom to supplement the following list
with books that they feel will benefit the children in their class.

How is our Reading Spine implemented?

In Nursery, Reception and Year 1, story time takes place daily. In Year 2, story time takes place time three times per week. In Years 3, 4, 5 and 6, story time
takes place twice per week.

How was our Hazelwood Reading Spine selected?

All of the texts and poems in each section have been specifically chosen to reflect and celebrate our diverse Hazelwood community and to create a window
for our children to the wider world. When creating this reading spine, we researched a variety of different reading spine structures and we have based our
Hazelwood Book Spine around the key principles of ‘Reading Reconsidered’ by Doug Louv. The chosen texts as outlined below are regularly reviewed to
ensure that our reading spine remains reflective of worldwide issues, our school community and newly released books.

The texts outlined below have been highlighted as follows for easy identification of text types: novel, picture book, non-fiction, poetry and diverse texts
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Dear Zoo Rod
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Where’s spot? Eric
Hill

Eric Hill e onginal tft-the-flop book

Elmer David Mckee

Dinosaur Roar
Henrletta Strlckland

The Oxford
Treasury of Nursery
Rhymes lan Beck

THE QXFORD
TREASURY o+

Peace at Last Jill
Murphy

Hug Jez Alborough

OVER TWO MILLION COPIES $OLD WORLOWIDE

JEZ ALBOROUGH

Jack and the
Beanstalk Ladybird
Tales

O Ladybird First Faugyrite Tales
. i

Change Stars with
Us Sophie Beer

Everywhere Babies
Susan Meyers

Love Makes A
Famlly Sophle Beer

%LGVE

makes a anilg_

Matisse’s Magical
Trail Tim Hopgood

?’j: MATISSE'S
N MAGICAL TRAIL
)

1 to 20, Animals a
Plenty Katie Viggers

11020

Great Big Cuddle
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Over The Hills and
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Tadpole’s Promise
Jeanne Willis

Ravi’s Roar Tom
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The Green Ship
Quentin Blake

The Book time
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ited by June Crebbin gm
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David McKee
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John
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Life Doesn’t Frighten
Me Maya Angelou

MAYA ANGELOU

N LIFE
= DOESV't
FRIGHTEN

pengty
JEAN-MICHEL BASQUIAT
ltty AR AN ROTERS

David Attenborough
Maria Isabel Sanchez
Vegara




Hazelwood Schools Reading Spine

My Hair Hannah
Lee
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Earthlets Tony Ross
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The Diary of a Killer
cat Anne Fine

The Giraffe and
The Pelly and Me
Roald Dah

o GIRARFE 22
Peity-

ME

The Hodgeheg Dick
King Smith

Julian is a Mermaid
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Animal Poems
Jennifer Curry
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Superhero Anne
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Grace and Family
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Pumpkin Soup
Helen Cooper

Amelia Earhart
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The Lost Homework
Richard O’Neill

Dear Earth Isobel
Otter

Meerkat Mail by
Emily Gravett

Butterfly Lion
Michael Morpurgo

Daddy Christmas and
Hanukkah Mamma

The Lion Witch and
the Wardrobe CS
Lewis
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We All Belong
Nathalie Gross

Ellie & The Cat
Malorie Blackman

Ilstrated by Matt Robertson

Harry Potter J.K.
Rowling
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The Puffin Book of
Utterly Brilliant
Poetry Brian

Pattern

Flotsam David
Wiesner
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Animal Atlas Anne
Rooney & Lucy Rose
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Coming to England
Floella Benjamin
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My Two Grannies
Floella Benjamin

My Two Grannies

The Wolves of
Willoughby Chase
Joan Aiken

Clockwork Philip
Pullman
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Windrush Child
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The Garden of lost
secrets A.M Howell

Wisp: A Story of
Hope Zana Fraillon




Hazelwood Schools Reading Spine

There’s a boy in
the girls bathroom
Louis Sachar
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The Boy At the Back
of the Class Onjali
Rauf

Wonder RJ Palacio

500 Words: Black
Lives Matter Chris
Evans

No Ballet Shoes in
Syria Catherine
Bruton

The Island Armin
Greder
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