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Hazelwood Infant and Junior Schools           

 
Information Sheet: The Teaching of Reading            January 2010 

 
 
Reception 
Reading at home 

• Autumn Term – 10 nursery rhymes are sent home with each child over 
a 10 week period to share with their parents. The nursery rhyme is then 
used as focus of the week within class i.e. reading together, looking for 
alliteration and rhyming words as well as for art, role and small world 
play 

• From Autumn half-term (weekly) – children choose a class library book 
to share with their parent (in various genres) – encouraged to talk 
about their book when returned - this continues throughout the year 

• Reading scheme book sent home weekly – initially this will be a book 
that the teacher has looked at with the child and the book is sent home 
to consolidate reading. A variety of books are used i.e. books without 
words or books with simple captions according to the ability of the 
individual child. As the child becomes more confident, he will read one 
book in class and be sent home with a different book(s) 

• WOW Words – the children are encouraged to think of words at home 
and bring them in to share with class. These words are displayed on 
the wall. 

• Spring Term onwards – children take home 5 words each week; initially 
Reception High Frequency Words (HFW) moving onto Year 1 words+  
when appropriate.  

 
Reading at school 

• Sharing stories both orally and from a text at least once a day. 

• Interactive Whiteboards – PowerPoint presentations related to topic, 
reading games, stories, phonics etc 

• Classroom displays – labels, some interactive for the children to use 

• Daily ‘Letters and Sounds’ sessions, incorporating ‘Jolly Phonics’, 
covering Phase 1, Phase 2 (Autumn Term), Phase 3 (Spring Term), 
Phase 4 (Summer Term) 

• Blending and segmenting sessions additional to phonic sessions 

• Tricky Words and Reception High Frequency Words used as 
flashcards, lotto games etc 

• Role Play Areas – opportunities for children to read/write provided  

• Individual reading opportunities with class teacher primarily (nursery 
nurse or parent helper) 
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Year 1 
 
Reading at home 

• Regular reading at home with an adult, either class reading book, 
library book or own books. 

 
Reading at school 

• Whole class shared reading, usually weekly, using Clicker 5 

• Individual reading with an adult weekly 

• Changing books, at least two books weekly 

• Choice of books from outside the classroom available at all times. 

• Daily phonics (whole class) often includes a shared reading element as 
does Early Literacy Support (ELS) (6 identified children from each 
class) 

• Sharing stories, both orally and from a text, usually daily. 

• Focus words and topic related vocabulary 

• Home Learning – talk linked with stories shared in class 

• Key words displayed for children to use 

• Interventions given to some children to support reading development 
include: working with a Teaching Assistant, 15 minutes per day, EMA 
support.  
 

 
Year 2 
 
Reading at home 

• Regular reading at home with an adult, either class reading book, 
library book or own books. Some children are able to read 
independently by Year 2. 

 
Reading at school 

• Whole class reading of shared texts, using various genre. 

• Individual reading with an adult weekly or a guided/group reading 
session 

• Changing books weekly for those children on shorter books such as 
Oxford Reading Tree or similar (2 books are usually given). 

• Others may be changed less frequently if they are chapter books. 
Choice from Hazelwood Library is available usually on ICT 
timetabled days and there is a choice of books from outside the 
classroom available at all times. 

• Phonics often includes a shared reading element. 

• Sharing stories both orally and from a text usually daily. 

• Children are encouraged to shared their reading. Some do this with 
book reviews while others share a book with support. 

• Reading for meaning – comprehension activities  

• Interventions given to some children to support reading 
development include: working with a Teaching Assistant, 15 
minutes per day, EMA support. 
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Year 3  
 
In year 3 most children begin to choose their reading book independently. 
Some children are given support for their choice by an adult.  
 
Reading at Home 

• Children should be taking home their reading folder every day and 
reading regularly at home, either independently or with an adult.  

• A record of this reading is made in the child’s Home Learning Journal 
(HLJ). 

• HLJ are checked 2/3 times per week by the teacher.  

• Children are given incentives to record their reading regularly in the 
HLJ.  

Reading at School 

• Both teacher and teaching assistant (TA) hear each guided reading 
group once every week.  

• The adult assesses their progress, at points, against ‘Assessing Pupils’ 
Progress’ documentation (APP). 

• In alternate weeks, the teacher will teach group reading or hear 
individual readers (the TA does the opposite activity to the teacher). 

• Interventions given to some children to support reading development 
include: catch up, 15 minutes per day and Additional Literacy Support 
(ALS). 

• Each class reads an on-going class reader (story time) 2/3 times per 
week. This is sometimes used as a stimulus to comprehension, drama 
and writing activities.  
 
 

Year 4  
 
In year 4 most children choose their reading book independently. Some 
children are given support in their choice from an adult.  
 
Reading at Home 

• Children should be taking home their reading folder every day and 
reading regularly at home, either independently or with an adult.  

• A record of this reading is made in the child’s Home Learning Journal 
(HLJ). 

• HLJ are checked 2/3 times per week by the teacher.  

• Children are given incentives to record their reading regularly in the 
HLJ.  

 
Reading at School 
 

Each guided reading group reads a guided reading book twice every 
week - once to the teacher and once to the teaching assistant (TA) or a 
parent helper.  

• The adult assesses their progress, at points, against ‘Assessing Pupils’ 
Progress’ documentation (APP). 
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• Guided reading tasks can involve reading out loud to improve fluency 
and expression, silent reading and comprehension questions and 
activities.  

• Interventions given to some children to support reading development 
include: catch up, 15 minutes per day, NESSY (a phonics based 
computer programme) and regular individual reading with an adult 
(teacher, TA or parent helper). 

• Each class reads an on-going class reader (story time) 2/3 times per 
week. This is sometimes used as a stimulus to comprehension, drama 
and writing activities. 
 

 
Year 5 

 
In Year 5 the children generally choose their books independently. Some 
children have guidance from the class teacher.  
 
Reading at home 

• Daily reading, preferably to an adult- recorded in Home Learning 
Journal that is checked by class teacher 

 
Reading at School 

• Independent reading each day - at this time the teacher has time to 
read with individual children. 

• Identified children may undertake additional interventions to support 
reading such as; reading with an additional adult a couple of times a 
week, NESSY (a phonics based computer programme), Catch up, 15 
minutes a day. 

• Guided reading is done with each child once a week in ability groups. 
They are supported by an adult who assesses them, at points, against 
‘Assessing Pupils’ Progress’ documentation (APP). The children are 
set additional reading by the adult during the week (e.g. read to chapter 
10 by next Friday) so that the guided reading session can mainly be 
used for discussion and questioning. The children choose the book 
given from a range that is suitable to their ability.  

• Comprehension activities 

• Paired reading 

• Story time happens most days. 
 

 
Working on implementing; 

• Follow up activities for guided reading 

• Use of class reader to be on-going. All children to have a copy and take 
it in turns with the teacher to read to the class. This will be in line with 
the class’ learning journey.  
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Year 6 
 
In Year 6 the children generally choose their books independently. Some 
children have guidance from the class teacher.  
 
Reading at home 

• Daily reading, preferably to an adult- recorded in Home Learning 
Journal that is checked by class teacher 

• Additional Home Learning tasks set, such as; discussing a question 
arising from a book read in class, e.g. What do you think prompted the 
author to write this book? 

 
Reading at School 

• Independent reading most days-at this time the teacher has time to 
read with individual children. 

• Identified children may undertake additional interventions to support 
reading such as; reading with an additional adult a couple of times a 
week, NESSY (a phonics based computer programme), Catch up, 15 
minutes a day. 

• Guided reading is done with each child once a week in ability groups. 
They are supported by an adult who assesses them, at points, against 
‘Assessing Pupils’ Progress’ documentation (APP). The children are 
set additional reading by the adult during the week (e.g. read to chapter 
10 by next Friday) so that the guided reading session can mainly be 
used for discussion and questioning. The children choose the book 
given from a range that is suitable to their ability. 

• Follow up activities are often set to be done in the following guided 
reading session when they are working independently.  

• Story time happens most days.  The teacher reads to the children from 
a variety of books.  

 
Working on implementing across the year group; 

• Use of class reader to be on-going. All children to have a copy and take 
it in turns with the teacher to read to the class. This will be in line with 
the class’ learning journey.  

 
 


